Planning officer
Ararat Rural City Council
Vincent Street, Ararat
Re: 394 Barkly Street Ararat
To whom it may concern,
I write in objection to the planning permit application to develop a service station and retail shop at 394 Barkly
Street in Ararat.
I am a resident of
, on the same block as proposed building site, sharing the laneway between
Moore and Barkly Street, and have a few objections to this proposed building.
The area surrounding the proposed petrol station is all residential housing. There have been many studies over
the years, looking into the impact of living near service stations and the health implications of this, a study by
Brosselin et al. suggests the negative impacts on the health of individuals living near a service station can extend
to 100m from the service station- If you have been to the proposed site, you just have look around and you can
see how many family homes are within that 100m radius.
We already have a new service station being built in Vincent Street, adding to the three service stations already
in town, and the roadhouse just minutes out the highway. None of these other service station locations are
surrounded by residential housing.
The increased traffic on Barkley Street, bringing vehicles off the highway into a residential street will cause
unnecessary disruption to the quiet enjoyment of our homes in the area. Also the concern of the noise created by
the petrol pumps, and filling of petrol tanks at different hours because of the inappropriate placement of a
service station in a quiet residential area.
Our narrow, unmade laneway already has issues with pot holes and drainage problems, but is only by residents
at the moment. This laneway will have increased traffic , with people using it as a thoro ughfare to get to the
petrol station. If the building goes ahead the laneway would need to be upgraded to a different surface and
drainage fixed to ensure the safety of road users and residents.
The extra lights from a service station, their signage and security lights will impact on man y houses in the
immediate area.
I would like the council to consider the impacts this construction would have on the residents of the surrounding
area. Please take the time to visit the site and realise just how close it is to people’s homes.
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns,

Brosselin P, Rudant J, Orsi L, et al
Acute childhood leukaemia and residence next to petrol stations and automotive repair garages: the ESCALE study (SFCE)
Occupational and Environmental Medicine 2009;66:598-606.

Planning officer
Ararat Rural City Council
Vincent Street, Ararat
Re: proposed service station and retail shop at 394 Barkly Street Ararat
To the Ararat Rural Council Planning officer,
I write in objection to the planning permit application to develop a service station and retail shop at 394 Barkly
Street in Ararat. I visited the council office on Friday 2nd August to view the planning documents for this
development and this only added to my concerns.
The proposed site is currently partially zoned as residential, for go od reason, as the proposed site has residential
houses in every direction. The rezoning of the entire block as commercial is inappropriate considering the
location. The planning reports refer repeatedly to the area as commercial/ industrial; and I have looked into thiswhile on paper it does appear to be commercial land, this is not a true representation of the area immediately
surrounding the proposed site. Anyone who has been to the site would immediate notice that all the surround ing
buildings are peoples homes. Building a service station within a residential area would be detrimental to the
quiet lifestyle residents enjoy in this area.
The traffic report refers to the fact that the site has in the past been a service station, so the new development
wouldn’t have a real effect on the traffic to the area. In the 3 years we have owned a home in the immediate area
this commercial site has been vacant, the house on site was tenanted for a short time. From what I can gather
from speaking to longer term locals, the last time this site held a service station was more than 25 years ago, so
making the claim that that a new service station on this site won’t affect local traffic is simply not correct.
The planning documents stated that the service station would operate 24/7, again I am opposed this due to this
being a residential area, the sounds of pumps, semi-trailer engines running, people talking, doors slamming,
along with the extra commercial lighting are all going to be detrimental to this quiet residential area. This
development is completely inappropriate, especially when there is a roadhouse just up the road which is 24/7,
where people can access the same services without the impacts on Ararat residents.
The plan states that there will be 2 pumps for semi trailers, looking at the planning maps these are located within
metres of the residential house right next door to the service station, that section of the block has previously
been zoned residential, and it would be detrimental to the residents of the street for this rezoning be allowed to
go ahead, making it okay for semi-trailers to pull up right outside their window at any time of the day and night
to fill up.
We share a laneway with the proposed development, it is a narrow laneway which already suffers with drainage
issues and pot holes, I am concerned that adding more traffic to this laneway would increase the wear on the
road, causing issues for the residents of this block. If this building is to go ahead there would need to be
significant upgrade to the laneway to accommodate the increase in traffic.
Thank you for taking the time to consider my objections to this development.

Attn: Ed Riley - Planner
Ararat Rural City Council
PO BOX 246
Ararat, Vic 3377

Re: Planning Permit 02828
Proposed use and development of a service station and associated retail shop by Bill Balakis.

To whom it may concern,
We are writing to you to strongly object the proposed service station as per permit 02828 at 394 Barkly
Street, Ararat.
The impacts of a service station in a residential area are significant with noise pollution, extra traffic,
hazardous materials and air pollution. The proposa I of the truck refueling facilities and a possible 24 hour
open times is a major concern. There is no need to bring trucks into a residential area. Trucks bring added
risk of accidents and noise that will impact the community greatly. Also, the truck fast flow diesel puts a
strong odor in the air. A 24 hour operation will disturb the surrounding residents, with noise, lighting and
traffic. The design of the service station with the 5-5.Sm high canopy would mean that the under canopy
lighting would affect the surrounding houses, as would the 6m high light up signage on Barkly Street. As our
property is directly opposite the proposed site, all the above mentioned will impact our property.
Ararat already has a number of service stations to service the local community and the through traffic on
the Western Highway. The future bypass around Ararat would see less need for service stations in the
town.
As per the Traffic Impact Assessment in section 8, the report indicates that the new service station south
east of town is currently a better facility and " ... most through traffic along the Western Highway (which
would include most trucking companies) would use the new service centre in preference to the subject site
particularly given it makes better provision for large trucks." Therefore, the question must be raised as to
how sustainable the proposed service station in Barkly Street will be.

